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one group and the women in another. As the dance
proceeds, both groups push together until the men
finally force the women into their hammocks. The
elders or medicine men then stand over the couples
and instruct them as to married life and duties.
The Ssabelas do not use bows and arrows but
depend entirely upon their long, heavy, hard-
wood spears for warfare. The blades, which are
almost as hard as iron, have numerous barbs cut
along the edges so that they are usually left behind
in the wound, the Ssabelas taking pride in thus
demonstrating their disregard for their weapons. If
withdrawn from the wound the barbs lacerate the
flesh fearfully; but I do not think the spears are
poisoned.
In reality these spears are more properly javelins
and are thrown with great accuracy up to a distance
of a dozen yards or so, which is ample in the jungle.
As a rule, the first spear is aimed at the victim's
abdomen, thus disabling him, the subsequent spears
being hurled at the mouth, throat, and chest. Even
after the man is dead, they drive numerous spears
into his body, leaving them as proof of their numbers
and strength.
For hunting, and hunting only, these Indians
employ the blow-gun and darts treated with a deadly
poison said to be even more terrible than the famous
curare, although it does not retain its potency for so
great a length of time.
If, as several persons assured me, the Ssabelas'